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The petition you have in your packet was introduced at a meeting of 27 

people on February 27th.  

Within 72 hours 300 people had signed it. Within 2 weeks, 600 people 

has signed it. And today 825 people have signed it.  

Its available on our website.  

Those who are familiar with Baltimore Clayworks will recognize most of 

these signers as students, donors, former trustees, teachers, former 

staff members, neighbors and others who have supported the 

organization in numerous ways since its founding 37 years ago. Almost 

400 have taken classes in Mount Washington, over 350 recall making 

purchases in the Clayworks galleries and attending ticketed events. 

Others are friends and family members, residents and business owners 

from Mt Washington, Roland Park, Pikesville and other nearby 

neighborhoods. All love this organization, as it was until recently, a 

place of joy, creativity, arts, and camaraderie, truly treasured far and 

wide.  

They want the board of trustees to be reconstituted with the addition 

of members with useful business skills, and of members who will 

recognize and represent this community- the people who have 

sustained Baltimore Clayworks with their participation, contributions 

and purchases, and built the organization, its reputation. They want 

Clayworks to live, and they want it to live in Mt Washington. They are 

willing to put-up and to raise money to make that possible.  



The text of the petition is in the documents package, and we welcome 

you and anyone else to consider joining us by adding your name to the 

petition at clayworkscommunity.com 

Many of the petition signers are here today- may I ask them to stand? 

Many others were unable to attend today’s briefing because, it’s on a 

Tuesday afternoon, and they had work obligations and young family 

commitments. We asked them to demonstrate their support of the 

Community Campaign to stop the sale of Clayworks buildings, and over 

100 of them signed a letter to the committee to that effect. It is 

included in your packet of information. If all had been able to join us 

here today, this room would have overflowed. 

 

So, it’s obvious there are a lot of very concerned people standing up for 

Clayworks. 

In today’s Baltimore Sun, there’s an OpEd, that clearly identifies the 

concerns.  

It’s written by none other than Fred Lazarus, President Emeritus of the 

Maryland Insititute College of Art. 

 His OpEd does an excellent job of defining our concerns. 

1. He acknowledges the value of Baltimore Clayworks:  

“Within its field, it is recognized as one of the top centers for 

ceramics in the country 

He says, “Its studios are one of the few places in the region where 

artists and students who work in clay can learn and create work” 

“Its outreach programs have provided access to young people in 

some of Baltimore’s most challenging communities, and the young 



people’s programs at the Mt Washington campus do the same.” 

“A decade ago, Clayworks brought the National Council on Education 

for the Ceramic Arts conference to Baltimore and drew thousands of 

ceramic artists to our city and in conjunction with it ,a citywide 

exhibit of ceramic work that included dozens of venues and the work 

of the best ceramic artists in the world. “ 

2. Then Fred Lazarus gets to the heart of the reason we’re all here 

today, when he says 

“The current decision by the board <to sell all of Clayworks’ 

property> will pay off the current mortgage and other debts, but 

there is NO CLEAR PUBLIC PLAN <my emphasis> about how this 

decision will lead to stabilization, much less survival, of the 

organization. There has been talk of moving the organization to 

Station North or another location in the city. However, because of 

the capital requirements of ceramics and the costs to replicate the 

current facilities, it is not clear if this can be paid for and how the 

operations could be sustained, and be more financially viable in the 

new location.” 

“The Clayworks has lost a number of its board members, and the 

controversy over the decision to sell the campus and move has the 

potential to lose students and donors who have been so critical to its 

development over the years,” 

“At a time when Baltimore has created a task force to find ways to 

sustain spaces for artists, this organization, which has been so critical 

to ceramic artists in our community has to be sustained and allowed 

to flourish.”  

“ Not only does the ceramics community need a strong Clayworks- 

Baltimore needs it.” 



Thank you for joining us in our determination to ensure decisions 

being made regarding the future of Baltimore Clayworks, are 

transparently made, with all the diligence due this valuable 

organization. 

 

Cynthia Kammann 

Clayworks Community Campaign Steering Committee 

May 2, 2017 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


